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Joshua 5:1-12

Now when all the Amorite kings west of the Jordan and all the Canaanite kings along the coast
heard how the LorD had dried up the Jordan before the Israelites until they had crossed over,
their hearts melted in fear and they no longer had the courage to face the Israelites. At that
time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint knives and circumcise the Israelites again.” So Joshua
made flint knives and circumcised the Israelites at Gibeath Haaraloth. Now this is why he did so:
All those who came out of Egypt—all the men of military age—died in the wilderness on the
way after leaving Egypt. All the people that came out had been circumcised, but all the people
born in the wilderness during the journey from Egypt had not. The Israelites had moved about
in the wilderness forty years until all the men who were of military age when they left Egypt
had died, since they had not obeyed the LORD. For the LORD had sworn to them that they would
not see the land he had solemnly promised their ancestors to give us, a land flowing with milk
and honey. So he raised up their sons in their place, and these were the ones Joshua
circumcised. They were still uncircumcised because they had not been circumcised on the way.
And after the whole nation had been circumcised, they remained where they were in camp
until they were healed. Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of
Egypt from you.” So the place has been called Gilgal to this day. On the evening of the
fourteenth day of the month, while camped at Gilgal on the plains of Jericho, the Israelites
celebrated the Passover. The day after the Passover, that very day, they ate some of the
produce of the land: unleavened bread and roasted grain. The manna stopped the day after
they ate this food from the land; there was no longer any manna for the Israelites, but that year
they ate the produce of Canaan.

Joshua 1:8

Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful.

Faithfulness to God comes first; then prosperity and success

Genesis 17:9-14

Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your descendants
after you for the generations to come. This is my covenant with you and your descendants after
you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. You are to
undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and you. For the
generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised,
including those born in your household or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are
not your offspring. Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant. Any uncircumcised
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male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken
my covenant.”

Circumcision is:
e Physical sign of the covenant
e Definer of membership in covenant community

¢ A symbol of the priesthood

Exodus 13:3-10

Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of Egypt, out of
the land of slavery, because the LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand. Eat nothing
containing yeast. Today, in the month of Aviv, you are leaving. When the LORD brings you into
the land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and Jebusites—the land he swore to your
ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey—you are to observe this ceremony in
this month: For seven days eat bread made without yeast and on the seventh day hold a
festival to the LORD. Eat unleavened bread during those seven days; nothing with yeastin it is to
be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be seen anywhere within your borders. On that day tell
your son, ‘Il do this because of what the LorD did for me when | came out of Egypt.’ This
observance will be for you like a sign on your hand and a reminder on your forehead that this
law of the LORD is to be on your lips. For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with his mighty
hand. You must keep this ordinance at the appointed time year after year.

Exodus 12:43-49

The LorD said to Moses and Aaron, “These are the regulations for the Passover meal: “No
foreigner may eat it. Any slave you have bought may eat it after you have circumcised him, but
a temporary resident or a hired worker may not eat it. “It must be eaten inside the house; take
none of the meat outside the house. Do not break any of the bones. The whole community of
Israel must celebrate it. “A foreigner residing among you who wants to celebrate the LorRD’s
Passover must have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one
born in the land. No uncircumcised male may eat it. The same law applies both to the native-
born and to the foreigner residing among you.”

Circumcision then: covenant sign that defined membership in community
New Testament: Identification of people God is through the Church
Ephesians 2:11-13; 19-22

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised”
by those who call themselves “the circumcision” {(which is done in the body by human hands)—
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remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel
and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of
Christ... Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God’s people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is joined
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built
together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Romans 2:28-29

A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision merely outward and
physical. No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is circumcision of the
heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such a person’s praise is not from other people,
but from God.

1 Peter 2:9-10

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that
you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not received
mercy, but now you have received mercy.






